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A special meeting of the Presidential Performance Review Committee of the Board of Regents
convened on Monday, May 4, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at 320 University Square, 111 South Broadway,
Rochester, Minnesota.

Regents present: Ruth Johnson, presiding; Douglas Huebsch and Penny Wheeler.

Staff present: Executive Director Brian Steeves and Assistant Executive Director Marlo Welshons.

RESOLUTION TO CONDUCT NON-PUBLIC SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The meeting convened in public session at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made and seconded that the
following resolution be approved:

RESOLVED that as provided by Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, Subd. 3(a), a non-public special
meeting of the Presidential Performance Review Committee of the Board of Regents will
convene on Monday, May 4, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. at 320 University Square, 111 South
Broadway, Rochester, Minnesota. The purpose of this meeting is to evaluate the
performance of the President of the University of Minnesota.

The committee voted unanimously to adopt the resolution and the public portion of the meeting
ended at 9:01 a.m.

The meeting adjourned at 10:03 a.m.
BRIAN R. STEEVES

Executive Director and
Corporate Secretary
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A special meeting of the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesota was held on Tuesday, May

5,2026, at 3:00 p.m. in the Boardroom, 600 McNamara Alumni Center.

Regents present: Penny Wheeler, presiding; Joel Bergstrom, James Farnsworth, Ellen Goldberg
Luger, Robyn Gulley, Ruth Johnson, Tadd Johnson, Kowsar Mohamed, and Kodi Verhalen.

Staff present: President Rebecca Cunningham; Chancellor Charles Nies; Executive Vice President
and Provost Gretchen Ritter; Vice President Calvin Phillips; General Counsel Douglas Peterson;

Executive Director Brian Steeves; and Chief Auditor Quinn Gaalswyk.

The docket materials for this meeting are available here.

CONSENT REPORT

Regent Wheeler presented for review and action the Consent Report, as described in the docket
materials, including:

A. Appointments to the Board of Trustees for the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Foundation
B. Report of the All-University Honors Committee
C. Report of the Naming Committee

The docket materials for this item begin on page 3. The closed-captioned video of this item is
available here.

A motion was made and seconded, and the Board voted unanimously to approve the Consent
Report.

PROMOTION AND TENURE, AND ANNUAL CONTINUOUS APPOINTMENTS

Regent Wheeler invited President Cunningham; Executive Vice President and Provost Ritter; and
Beth Lewis, Vice Provost for Faculty and Academic Affairs, to present for review and action
recommendations related to promotion and tenure, and annual continuous appointments, as
detailed in the docket.

The docket materials for this item begin on page 7. The closed-captioned video of this item is
available here.

A motion was made and seconded, and the Board voted unanimously to approve the
recommendations for promotion and tenure, and annual continuous appointments.
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Regent Farnsworth joined the meeting.

Wheeler invited Luke Busta, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, Swenson College of
Science and Engineering, Duluth campus; Marti DeLiema, School of Social Work, College of
Education and Human Development, Twin Cities campus; Debalin Sarangi, Department of
Agronomy and Plant Genetics, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, Twin
Cities campus; and Judy Yang, Civil, Environmental, and Geo-Engineering, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus, to share, as newly promoted faculty members, their experiences
with the promotion and tenure process and their work at the University.

RECOGNITIONS
Distinguished McKnight University Professor Awards

Lin Yee Chen, Medicine (Cardiovascular Division), Medical School, Twin Cities campus
Kathleen Collins, Political Science, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

Renee Frontiera, Chemistry, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities campus
Karen Gran, Earth and Environmental Sciences, Swenson College of Science and
Engineering, Duluth campus

Jiarong Hong, Mechanical Engineering, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities
campus

Douglas Kearney, English, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

Aaron S. Kelly, Pediatrics, Medical School, Twin Cities campus

Joseph Koopmeiners, Biostatistics and Health Data Science, School of Public Health, Twin
Cities campus

Douglas Mashek, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, and Biophysics, Medical School, Twin
Cities campus

Andre Mkhoyan, Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus

Jennifer Powers, Plant and Microbial Biology, College of Biological Sciences, Twin Cities
campus

Jenny N. Poynter, Pediatrics, Medical School, Twin Cities campus

Tom Schwartzentruber, Aerospace Engineering and Mechanics, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus

Scott Vrieze, Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

McKnight Land-Grant Professors

Aamina Ahmad, English, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

Chris Bartel, Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus

Nicholas Bednar, Law School, Twin Cities campus

Carolyn Bramante, Medicine (General Internal Medicine), Medical School, Twin Cities
campus

Stevie Chancellor, Computer Science and Engineering, College of Science and Engineering,
Twin Cities campus

Juan Del Toro, Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

Xiao Dong, Genetics, Cell Biology and Development, College of Biological Sciences, Twin
Cities campus
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e Laura Garbes, Sociology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

o Katherine Hendel, Epidemiology and Community Health, School of Public Health, Twin
Cities campus

e Dongyeop Kang, Computer Science and Engineering, College of Science and Engineering,
Twin Cities campus

e Brandon Miller, Horticultural Science, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, Twin Cities campus

e Maria Nieves-Colon, Anthropology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Jacqueline Palmer, Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, Medical School, Twin Cities
campus

e Stephanie Sisco, Organizational Leadership, Policy, and Development, College of Education
and Human Development, Twin Cities campus

e Daniel Stevens, Physics and Astronomy, Swenson College of Science and Engineering,
Duluth campus

e Xiaoran Sun, Family Social Science, College of Education and Human Development, Twin
Cities campus

o Kyoko Yoshida, Biomedical Engineering, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities
campus

e DiZhu, Geography, Environment, and Society, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

McKnight Presidential Fellows

e Luke Busta, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Swenson College of Science and Engineering,
Duluth campus

e Marti DeLiema, School of Social Work, College of Education and Human Development, Twin
Cities campus

e Megan Giddings, English, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Manka Nkimbeng, Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, Twin Cities
campus

e Heather Randell, Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs, Twin Cities campus

e Daniel Stanton, Ecology, Evolution and Behavior, College of Biological Sciences, Twin Cities
campus

o Ferenc To6th, Veterinary Clinical Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, Twin Cities
campus

e Judy Yang, Civil, Environmental, and Geo-Engineering, College of Science and Engineering,
Twin Cities campus

National Academy Members and Other Major Faculty Awards
American Academy of Arts and Sciences
e Andrew Alleyne, Mechanical Engineering, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities
campus
e Bruce Blazar, Pediatrics, Medical School, Twin Cities campus

e Marc Hillmyer, Chemistry, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities campus
e Kim TallBear, American Indian Studies, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

American Association for the Advancement of Science

e Erin E. Carlson, Chemistry, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities campus
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e Michael Gale, Microbiology and Immunology, Medical School, Twin Cities campus

e Maria Gini, Computer Science and Engineering, College of Science and Engineering, Twin
Cities campus

e Daniel Harki, Medicinal Chemistry, College of Pharmacy, Twin Cities campus

e (Carolyn Silflow, Plant and Microbial Biology, College of Biological Sciences, Twin Cities
campus

National Academy of Engineering

o Uwe Kortshagen, Mechanical Engineering, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities
campus

National Academy of Inventors

e Nikolaos Papanikolopoulos, Computer Science and Engineering, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus

o Steve Koester, Electrical and Computer Engineering, College of Science and Engineering,
Twin Cities campus

National Academy of Medicine

o Katy Backes Kozhimannil, Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, Twin
Cities campus

Academy of Distinguished Teachers

Horace T. Morse - University of Minnesota Alumni Association Award for Outstanding Contributions to
Undergraduate Education

e Ryan Caverly, Aerospace Engineering and Mechanics, College of Science and Engineering,
Twin Cities campus

e Jennifer Jones, Studies in Justice Culture and Social Change, College of Arts, Humanities, and
Social Sciences, Duluth campus

e Bonnie Klimes-Dougan, Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Melissa Licht, English, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Anna Mosser, Biology Teaching and Learning, College of Biological Sciences, Twin Cities
campus

o Rachel Olson, Center for Learning Innovation, Rochester campus

¢ Donna Spannaus-Martin, Medical Laboratory Sciences, College of Pharmacy, Twin Cities
campus

e Jane Sumner, Political Science, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Yuko Taniguchi, Center for Learning Innovation, Rochester campus

e Jacob Wainman, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Swenson College of Science and Engineering,
Duluth campus

e Lindsey Weiler, Family Social Science, College of Education and Human Development, Twin
Cities campus
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Award for Outstanding Contributions to Graduate and Professional Education

William Arnold, Civil, Environmental, and Geo-Engineering, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus

Angela Birnbaum, Experimental and Clinical Pharmacology, College of Pharmacy, Twin
Cities campus

Christopher Federico, Political Science, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus
Daniel Frisbie, Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, College of Science and
Engineering, Twin Cities campus

Ronald Greene, Communication Studies, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus
Kristine Miller, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Interior Design, College of Design,
Twin Cities campus

Andrew Oxenham, Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

Amelia Shindelar, Global Policy Area, Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs, Twin
Cities campus

Jamie Stang, Epidemiology and Community Health, School of Public Health, Twin Cities
campus

Julian Wolfson, Biostatistics and Health Data Science, School of Public Health, Twin Cities
campus

John Tate Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Advising

Charissa Blue, American Indian Studies, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus
Meghan Allen Eliason, Institute of Child Development, College of Education and Human
Development, Twin Cities campus

Gayle (G.G.) Golden, Hubbard School of Journalism and Mass Communication, College of
Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

Marissa Emily Holst, Psychology, Division of the Social Sciences, Morris campus

Public Engagement Awards

President’s Community-Engaged Scholar Award

Zha Blong Xiong, Family Social Science, College of Education and Human Development, Twin
Cities campus

Community-Engaged Scholar Awards

Research and Creative Activities

Jessica Hanson, Applied Human Sciences, College of Education and Human Service
Professions, Duluth campus

Teaching and Learning

Lauren Bernstein, Veterinary Clinical Sciences, College of Veterinary Medicine, Twin Cities
campus
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Early Career

e Manka Nkimbeng, Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, Twin Cities
campus

Graduate Student

e Miguel Quifiones, Family Social Science, College of Education and Human Development,
Twin Cities campus

Undergraduate Student

e Connor Pederson, Finance, Labovitz School of Business and Economics, Duluth campus
Exemplary Community-Engaged Professional Award

e [shmail Malik Holt-Shabazz, Center for Urban and Regional Affairs, Twin Cities campus
Exemplary University-Community Partnership Award

e Duluth Center for Women and Children’s (DCWC) Nourish Program - Aparna Katre, Acting
Director, DCWC and Professor, Cultural Entrepreneurship, College of Arts, Humanities, and
Social Sciences, Duluth campus

Societal Impact Award

e Robert Blair, Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation Biology, College of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resources Sciences, Twin Cities campus

National Scholarship Recipients

Fulbright Award

e Avery Hink, Political Science and French, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Nivedha Ramaswamy, Genetics and Cell Biology, College of Biological Sciences, Twin Cities
campus

e Bernadette Rechek, English and Developmental Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, Twin
Cities campus

e Jessica Schonhoff, Strategic Communication, College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e (Gurasis Singh, Entrepreneurial Management and Political Science, Carlson School of
Management and College of Liberal Arts, Twin Cities campus

e Dylan Stage, Political Science, Economics, and Spanish Studies, College of Liberal Arts, Twin
Cities campus

Goldwater Scholarship

e Anna Sachdeva, Neuroscience, College of Biological Sciences, Twin Cities campus
o Ahmed Sharara, Biomechanics, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities campus
o Jack Tavakley, Physics, College of Science and Engineering, Twin Cities campus

Board of Regents
May 5, 2026



Athletic National and Olympic Champions

Individual NCAA National Champions

e Max McEnelly, Wrestling - 184 pounds, Twin Cities campus
e Anthonett Nabwe, Women’s Indoor Track and Field - Weight Throw, Twin Cities campus
e Brooklyn Rowray, Women’s Gymnastics — Balance Beam, Twin Cities campus

Universal Cheerleaders Association (UCA) and Universal Dance Association (UDA) National
Championship

UCA Division 1A Small Coed Game Day Champion - Twin Cities campus

e Student Athletes: Andrew Allen, Parker Alwin, Autumn Appel, Carly Barcus, Spencer Bauer,
David Brown, Gabriela Carvajal, Elizabeth Ciske, Olivia Dolphin, Nils Dreier, Aubrey Fritz,
Julia Hemelstrand, Madisyn Hood, Maya Jovanovic, Kaitlyn Kennedy, Londyn Kruse, Layan
Mihyar, Kyla Nauertz, Lindsay Nystrom, Natalie Nystrom, Bailey Ottosen, Matthiew Peiss,
Emily Petty, Hailey Pullen, Ezekiel Rischall, Tanner Rivard, Kadyn Robertson, Caitlin Schuk,
Sydney Seegmiller, Emma Spear, Julius Spivery, Isabel Stadheim, Lauren Temple, Madison
Walker, Ruby Yepsen

e Coaches: Dan Weaver, Head Coach; Abby DeThorne, Assistant Coach; Matt Reiser, Assistant
Coach

UDA Division 1A Team Pom Champion - Twin Cities campus

o Student Athletes: Alexa Anderson, Trinity Baker, Cameron Beattie, Maesi Caes, Margaret
Fandel, Katelyn Franta, Matthew Greco, Elizabeth Hallum, Alyssa Jacobs, Emily Jeffcoat,
Emma Le, Brooklyn Leste, Ashley Matvick, Mya Montgomery, Sullivan Neubauer, Ali Ogle,
Calli Perryman, Rayna Reid, Isabella Saferstein, Lola Shafer, Mia Tassani, Erica Vannucci,
Madeline Vercelli

e (Coaches: Amanda Gaines, Head Coach; Tia Tumbleson, Assistant Coach; Lauren Busyn,
Assistant Coach

Olympic Gold Medalist
e Abbey Murphy, USA Women’s Hockey Team, Twin Cities campus

The docket materials for this item begin on page 39. The closed-captioned video of this item is
available here.

The meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m.

BRIAN R. STEEVES

Executive Director and
Corporate Secretary
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A special meeting of the Presidential Performance Review Committee of the Board of Regents
convened on Wednesday, May 6, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the Office of the Board of Regents, 600
McNamara Alumni Center.

Regents present: Penny Wheeler, presiding; Douglas Huebsch and Ruth Johnson.

Other Regents present: Joel Bergstrom, James Farnsworth, Ellen Goldberg Luger, Robyn Gulley,
Samuel Heins, Tadd Johnson, Kowsar Mohamed, Mary Turner, and Kodi Verhalen.

Staff present: Executive Director Brian Steeves and Assistant Executive Director Marlo Welshons.

RESOLUTION TO CONDUCT NON-PUBLIC SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The meeting convened in public session at 10:00 a.m. A motion was made and seconded that the
following resolution be approved:

RESOLVED that as provided by Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, Subd. 3(a), a non-public special
meeting of the Presidential Performance Review Committee of the Board of Regents will
convene on Monday, May 6, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. in the Office of the Board of Regents, 600
McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street SE, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The purpose of this
meeting is to evaluate the performance of the President of the University of Minnesota.

The committee voted unanimously to adopt the resolution and the public portion of the meeting
ended at 10:03 a.m.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
BRIAN R. STEEVES

Executive Director and
Corporate Secretary
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A special meeting of the Presidential Performance Review Committee of the Board of Regents
convened on Friday, May 29, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in the Office of the Board of Regents, 600 McNamara
Alumni Center.

Regents present: Penny Wheeler, presiding; Douglas Huebsch and Ruth Johnson.

Staff present: Executive Director Brian Steeves and Assistant Executive Director Marlo Welshons.

RESOLUTION TO CONDUCT NON-PUBLIC SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The meeting convened in public session at 2:00 p.m. A motion was made and seconded that the
following resolution be approved:

RESOLVED that as provided by Minn. Stat. § 13D.05, Subd. 3(a), a non-public special
meeting of the Presidential Performance Review Committee of the Board of Regents will
convene on Friday, May 29, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. in the Office of the Board of Regents, 600
McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street SE, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The purpose of this
meeting is to evaluate the performance of the President of the University of Minnesota.

The committee voted unanimously to adopt the resolution and the public portion of the meeting
ended at 2:10 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 2:41 p.m.

BRIAN R. STEEVES

Executive Director and
Corporate Secretary
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